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The Village of Corlett was originally part of
N e w b u rgh and Wa r rensville Townships, and was
annexed to the City of Cleveland in 1909.

Development in Corlett focused around the intersection
of East 131st Street and Miles Avenue. Most of the
c u r rent buildings along East 131st Street date from the
1920s when the neighborhood experienced its most rapid
development. Czech immigrants built Sokol Tyrs Hall in
1926 for re c reational and educational purposes.
The Corlett School, built in 1915, was named for Irish
settlers Eliza and Harriet Corlett, both principals in the
Cleveland Public Schools in the 1890s. The neighborh o o d
may also have been named after them. 

Although World War I effectively ended larg e - s c a l e
E u ropean immigration, the city’s need for workers
continued during much of this time, particularly during
the war and before the Depression. The population in
this neighborhood jumped 1,570 percent between 1920
and 1930, from 1,200 to 20,000. 

Corlett SPA is bord e red by Mt. Pleasant to the north,
Lee-Miles to the east, and Union-Miles to the west, and 
the city of Garfield Heights to the south. East 131st Stre e t
is the north-south axis; Miles Avenue intersects it in the
southern part of the neighborh o o d .

In 1960, African Americans comprised less than 10
p e rcent of Corlett’s population. By 2000, the racial make-
up was nearly 100 percent African American. Nearly 60
p e rcent of Corlett families were headed by females and
almost one-third of the residents were younger than age
18. Aging housing stock, declining employment in the
steel industry, and the exodus of many middle-income
families have taken their toll on the neighborh o o d .

In 2000, educational attainment and the percentage in
the labor force were lower in this neighborhood than in
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Cleveland overall. However, rates were also lower for
persons below poverty level, low-income senior house-
holds, and public safety incidents, such as delinquency and
p roperty crimes. 

Corlett’s average residential housing values in 2004
w e re $57,700, $5,200 less than in Cleveland overall. The
median age of housing is 81 years, less than Cleveland’s
median of 86 years.

M o re information is available in our Social Indicators
series: Education, Employment, and Income; Children and
Families; Community Health; Older Persons; Housing; a n d
Youth Development. The reports are available for free fro m
our Website, www.CommunitySolutions.com, as are
p revious Planning & Action n e i g h b o rhood pro f i l e s .
For more information, contact Terry Lenahan at (216)
781-2944, ext. 101 (tlenahan@CommunitySolutions.com).
N e i g h b o rhood history includes information gathere d
f rom N e i g h b o rh o o d L i n k , a service of The Center for
N e i g h b o rhood Development, Maxine Goodman Levin
College of Urban A ffairs, Cleveland State University
( w w w.nhlink.net) and The Encyclopedia of Cleveland History,
maintained by Case Western Reserve University
( h t t p : / / e c h . c w ru.edu). ■

Maps and tables on pages 14 – 17.

Te r ry Lenahan is a policy and planning
associate on Community Solutions’
Research team.
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Corlett Statistical Planning Area Pro f i l e
with Comparisons to Cleveland, Suburbs, and Cuyahoga County

Corlett SPA C l e v e l a n d All Suburbs Cuyahoga County
Community Demographics

Population Trends (1,000s)
1 9 8 0 18.5 5 7 2 . 8 925.5 1 , 4 9 8 . 3
1 9 9 0 1 6 . 8 5 0 5 . 6 9 0 6 . 5 1 , 4 1 2 . 1
2 0 0 0 1 5 . 4 4 7 8 . 4 9 1 5 . 6 1 , 3 9 4 . 0

Percent Change          
1980 to 1990 - 9 . 3 - 1 1 . 7 - 2 . 0 - 5 . 8
1990 to 2000 - 8 . 5 - 5 . 4 1 . 0 - 1 . 3
1980 to 2000 - 1 6 . 9 - 1 6 . 5 - 1 . 1 - 7 . 0

Racial Group Percentage Distribution
One Race

W h i t e 1 . 0 4 1 . 5 8 0 . 9 6 7 . 4
B l a c k 9 7 . 5 5 1 . 0 1 5 . 1 2 7 . 4
A s i a n 0 . 1 1 . 3 2 . 1 1 . 8
O t h e r 0 . 4 3 . 9 0 . 5 1 . 7

Two or More Races 1 . 1 2.2 1 . 4 1 . 7

Percent Hispanic Ethnicity 0 . 8 7 . 3 1 . 3 3 . 4

Age Group Percentage Distribution
Less Than Age 18 3 0 . 2 2 8 . 5 2 3 . 1 2 5 . 0
Ages 18 to 64 5 5 . 3 5 9 . 0 5 9 . 7 5 9 . 5
Ages 65 and Over 1 4 . 4 1 2 . 5 1 7 . 2 1 5 . 6

Socioeconomic Characteristics
Educational Attainment Percentages, Population 25 and Over

High School Graduate or More 69.1  6 9 . 0 87.5 8 1 . 6
A s s o c i a t e ’s Degree or More 1 0 . 9 1 5 . 8 3 7 . 2 3 0 . 4

Percent in Civilian Labor Force (Age 16 and Over) 5 3 . 7 5 7 . 3 6 5 . 0 6 2 . 4

Percent Persons below Federal Poverty Level 1 9 . 5 2 6 . 3 6 . 3 1 3 . 1

Percent Households Ages 65 and Over
with Income Less than $15,000 31.9 4 0 . 2 22.5 27.6    

Percent Medicaid Recipients, July 20051

Of Total Population 32.0 3 2 . 7 10.6 1 8 . 1
Of Ages 65 and Over Population 5.2 1 2 . 0 5.3 7 . 1

Children and Families
B i rths, 1996 to 2001 Average Annual

To Females Ages 15 to 44 246 8 , 3 8 7 1 0 , 5 4 8 1 8 , 9 3 5
Per 1,000 Females Ages 15 to 44 7 2 . 0 7 6 . 0 5 5 . 5 6 3 . 1
To Females Ages 15 to 17 22 6 3 4 2 5 7 8 9 1
Per 1,000 Females Ages 15 to 17 6 2 . 2 6 6 . 1 1 4 . 4 3 2 . 5

Child Maltreatment Cases, 2003
To t a l 1 2 4 4 , 6 2 5 2 , 1 0 6 6,731 
Per 1,000 Children Less than 181 2 6 . 9 3 4 . 3 1 0 . 2 1 9 . 8

Percent Female-Headed Families with Children 5 8 . 9 5 2 . 3 2 2 . 4 3 3 . 4
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Corlett Statistical Planning Area Pro f i l e
with Comparisons to Cleveland and Cuyahoga County

Corlett SPA C l e v e l a n d All Suburbs Cuyahoga County
H e a l t h

L o w - Weight Births, 1996 to 2001
Average Annual 3 5 9 6 4 7 7 0 1 , 7 2 5
Per 100 Birt h s 1 4 . 2 1 1 . 5 7 . 3 9 . 1

Infant Deaths, 1997 to 20012

Average Annual 3 1 0 9 7 1 1 8 0
Per 1,000 Birt h s 1 2 . 8 1 3 . 2 6 . 8 9 . 6

HIV/AIDS Prevalence per 100,000 Persons, 20023

Living AIDS Cases 1 6 9 . 0 2 4 2 . 9 5 5 . 9 1 2 0 . 1
Living HIV/AIDS Cases 2 6 0 . 0 3 8 3 . 6 7 8 . 4 1 8 3 . 1

Age-Adjusted Mortality Rates per 100,000 Persons,1997 to 2001 Av e r a g e2

All Causes 9 7 8 . 7 1 , 1 4 2 . 6 8 3 0 . 3 9 3 2 . 2
H e a rt Disease 3 3 3 . 0 3 9 4 . 8 2 8 8 . 5 3 2 2 . 4
C o r o n a ry Heart Disease 2 6 0 . 8 3 0 7 . 9 2 2 2 . 1 2 4 9 . 2
All Cancer 2 5 3 . 2 2 6 0 . 7 2 0 5 . 2 2 2 2 . 5

Public Safety
Per 1,000 Juveniles Ages 10 to 17, 20044

Violent Delinquency Cases 26.6 3 9 . 1 1 4 . 7 2 4 . 0
P r o p e rty Delinquency Cases 2 8 . 7 3 3 . 4 1 8 . 5 2 4 . 2

Per 1,000 Residents, 2004 and 19995

P r o p e rty Crimes 37.3 5 9 . 2 2 6 . 8 3 7 . 9

H o u s i n g
Percent Renters 3 3 . 2 5 1 . 5 2 9 . 5 3 6 . 8
Percent Tax Delinquent Residential Parcels, 2004 1 4 . 0 1 0 . 4 3 . 5 5 . 6
Percent Va c a n t 7 . 0 1 1 . 7 5 . 0 7 . 4
Value of Residential Housing Parcels, 2004 ($1,000s) $ 5 7 . 7 $ 6 2 . 9 $ 1 4 9 . 6 $ 1 2 4 . 4
Median Age in Ye a r s6 8 1 8 6 4 9 5 6

City/County Data
Unemployment Rate, March 20067 n / a 6 . 7 n / a 5 . 2

N o t e : Data are for year 2000 unless otherwise noted.
1Using 2005 population estimates (Medicaid Recipients) and 2003 population estimates (Child Maltreatment) based on 2000 census to calculate 

rates;  2 Excludes 1998 data due to problems with data coding; 3 2002 living HIV and AIDS cases, using 2000 census total population to 
calculate rates;  4 Based on residence of juvenile; Using 2003 population estimates based on 2000 census to calculate rates;  5 2003 data for 
Cleveland and SPAs (using 2003 population estimates based on 2000 census),1999 data for All Suburbs and Cuyahoga County (reporting munici-
palities only, excludes 12 east-side and 7 west-side municipalities); 6 In 2006, based on 2004 Cuyahoga County Auditor Records; 7 Not available 
at the SPA or All Suburbs level

S o u r c e s :
Center for Housing Policy & Research Program, Maxine Goodman Levin College of Urban Affairs, CSU, data from Cuyahoga County Auditor tax
billing data files (Housing: Tax Delinquency, Value of Residential Housing, Median Age)
Center on Urban Poverty & Social Change, CWRU, using CAN DO, data from:

Cuyahoga County Dept. of Children & Family Services (Children & Families: Child Maltreatment)
Cuyahoga County Juvenile Court (Public Safety 2001: Violent Delinquency, Property Delinquency)
Cleveland Division of Police (Public Safety 2001: Property Crimes)
ODJFS monthly case and individual extract files from CRIS-E (Socioeconomic Characteristics: Medicaid Recipients)

Center on Urban Poverty & Social Change, CWRU, data from Cleveland Division of Police; Cuyahoga Regional Information System; 
FBI Uniform Crime Reports (Public Safety 2001: Property Crimes for All Suburbs and Cuyahoga County)

Cleveland Department of Public Health, Office of Biostatistics (Health: HIV/AIDS Rates)
N o rt h e rn Ohio Data and Information Service (NODIS), Maxine Goodman Levin College of Urban Affairs, CSU (Socioeconomic Characteristics:

Medicaid Recipients; Children and Families: Child Maltreatment; Public Safety: Violent Delinquency, Property Delinquency, Property Crimes.)
Ohio Dept. of Heath, Office of Vital Statistics, death certificate files (Health: Infant Deaths, Age-Adjusted Mortality Rates); b i rth certificate files 

(Children & Families: Births, Teen Births; Health: Low-Weight Birt h s )
Ohio Dept. of Job and Family Services Website: http://jfs.ohio.gov/ (City/County Data: Unemployment Rate)
U.S. Census Bureau, Census 2000 Summary File 1, 100-Percent Data (Community Demographics: All; Socioeconomic Characteristics:

Educational Attainment, Civilian Labor Force Rates Ages 16+, Federal Poverty Level, Medicaid Recipients; Children & Families: 
B i rth Rates Females Ages 15-44 and Females Ages 15-17, Child Maltreatment Rates, Female-Headed Families with Children; 
Health: HIV/AIDS Prevalence Rates, Age-Adjusted Mortality Rates; Housing: Renters, Va c a n t )
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