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This is the second in a series of profiles of
Cleveland’s neighborhoods (also known as
Statistical Planning Areas, or SPAs). Each

month Planning & Action will feature one of
Cleveland’s 36 SPAs, with comparisons to Cleveland
and to Cuyahoga County.

This month’s Neighborhood Profile is the
Mount Pleasant SPA. Located on the periphery of
Cleveland’s east side and bordered by Shaker
Heights, Mount Pleasant has many distinctive char-
acteristics. True to its name, many pleasant residen-
tial streets are found here. Nearly two-thirds of its
land use is devoted to housing, compared to an
average of one-third in Cleveland. Similar to
Cleveland, slightly over half of its residents
are renters. Luke Easter Park is located here. It is
the largest municipally-owned and operated park
in Ohio. 

Since 1980, Cleveland lost 16 of every
100 residents. Mount Pleasant lost 15 of every
100 residents. Cuyahoga County’s loss was 7 per
100 residents.

Mount Pleasant’s population is 98 percent
African-American. Children and seniors account for
a higher percentage of the total population than they
do in Cleveland and Cuyahoga County. These
vulnerable groups account for 45 percent of Mount
Pleasant’s total population, compared to 41 percent
in both Cleveland and the county.

Mount Pleasant’s educational attainment mir-
rors Cleveland, with a nearly 60 percent high school
graduation rate, compared to 74 percent in the
county. Thirty percent of the residents have incomes
below the federal poverty level. Thirty-six percent of
households with children are headed by single

females, compared to 27 percent in Cleveland and
16 percent in Cuyahoga County.

Mount Pleasant is one of seven east-side SPAs
with cancer death rates that are significantly higher
than the county rate. Over one-quarter of its
residents rated their health as fair or poor. Seven
percent of employed residents lack insurance,
compared to only 1.5 percent in Cleveland and
Cuyahoga County. Eleven percent of Mount
Pleasant’s residents use hospital emergency depart-
ments as their primary source of health care,
compared to 4 percent in both Cleveland and
the county. 

On the positive side, Mount Pleasant has lower
violent delinquency rates and property delinquency
rates than Cleveland. It experiences 42 property
crimes per 1,000 residents, compared to 58
in Cleveland. The county average is 38 per 1,000
residents.

More information, including the sources for this
profile, is available in our Social Indicators series:
Children and Families, Community Health,
Older Persons, Housing, and Public Safety.
The reports are available for free from our
Website, www.fcp.org. For more information,
contact Terry Lenahan at (216) 781-2944, ext. 101
(tlenahan@fcp.org).                                                  �

Maps and tables follow on pages 8-11.

Terry Lenahan is a policy and planning associate on
the Federation’s Research team.

Mount Pleasant: True to Its Name
By Terry Lenahan
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Mount Pleasant Statistical Planning Area Profile
with Comparisons to Cleveland and Cuyahoga County

Mount Pleasant Cuyahoga
SPA Cleveland County

Community Demographics
Population Trends (1,000s)

1980 27.3  572.8 1498.3
1990 25.1 505.8 1412.1
2000 23.2 478.4 1394.0
Percent Change 1980 to 1990 -7.9 -11.7 -5.8
Percent Change 1990 to 2000 -7.6 -5.4 -1.3

Racial Group Percentage Distribution
One Race

White 0.7 41.5 67.4
Black 97.9 51.0 27.4
Asian 0.0 1.3 1.8
Other 0.3 3.9 1.7

Two or More Races 1.1 2.2 1.7

Percent Hispanic Ethnicity 0.6 7.3 3.4

Age Group Percentage Distribution
Less Than Age 18 30.6 28.5 25.0
Ages 18 to 64 55.2 59.0 59.5
Age 65 and Older 14.2 12.5 15.6

Average Household Size 2.6 2.5 2.4

Socioeconomic Characteristics
Educational Attainment Percentages 2000 Population 25 and Older Estimate

High School Graduate or More 42.9  59.0 74.3
Associate’s Degree or More 5.1 12.4 25.5

Percent Below Federal Poverty Level
2000 Estimate 74.8 25.8 11.7

Percent Medicaid Recipients, 2000 28.8 26.7 13.7

Children and Families
Births, 1997

To Females Age 15-44 393 8,333 18,476
Per 1,000 Females Age 15-44 76.5 78.0 65.1
To Females Age 10-17 38 732 1,033
Per 1,000 Females Age 10-17 24.8 26.7 13.7

Child Maltreatment Cases, 1999
Total 250 4,924 6,817
Per 1,000 Children Less Than 18 35.2 36.1 19.6

Percent Female Head of Household
With Children, 2000 36.2 26.5 16.0
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Mount Pleasant Statistical Planning Area Profile
with Comparisons to Cleveland and Cuyahoga County

Rest of
Cuy. Cty.**

Mount Pleasant Cuyahoga
SPA Cleveland County

Health
Low-Weight Births, 1997 45 954 1,670
Low-Weight Births per 100 Births, 1997 11.5 11.4 9.0
Infant Deaths, 1997 7 126 202
Infant Deaths per 1,000 Births, 1997 17.8 15.0 10.9
Age-Adjusted Mortality Rates Per
100,000 Persons, 1994-1998 Averages

All Causes 1,153 1,056 957
Heart Disease 365 365 335
Cancer 301* 249 231

Cuyahoga County Family Health Survey
Sample Size 303 620 1,506
Adult Heath Care (Percent)

Working Without Insurance (18-64) 26.1 21.7 22.1
Poor-Fair Health (18+) 365 365 335
One or More Chronic Conditions (18+) 41.3 38.9 39.0
No Medical Home (18+) 19.2 17.7 17.8
Emergency Department as Primary Source of Care (18+) 11.1 4.1 4.2

Public Safety
Per 1,000 Juveniles Age 10-17, 1999

Violent Delinquency Cases 28.7 33.1 21.8
Property Delinquency Cases 31.4 38.7 27.8

Per 1,000 Residents, 1999
Property Crimes 42.2 57.6 37.9

Housing
Percent Renters, 1990 52.1 52.1 38.0
Percent Tax Delinquent Parcels, 2000 26.8 18.1 9.7
Median Age in Years 77 81 51

City/County Data
Unemployment Rate, November, 2001 n/a*** 9.9 5.2

* Significant difference from county at the 95% confidence interval.
** Excludes Mt. Pleasant, Central, and Detroit-Shoreway SPAs, which were surveyed separately.

*** Not available at the SPA level.
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