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Will you make adolescent reproductive
health education a priority?
Did you know?

According to research compiled by The Center for Community Solutions:
Ohio is the only state in the country without health education standards. A
growing body of research indicates that comprehensive sex education:
• Improves academic success. The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
has found that students who do not engage in health risk behaviors receive
higher grades than students who do engage in those behaviors.
• Delays sexual initiation. Evidence-based sex education programs have been
proven effective to help young people delay sex or have sex less often.
• Reduces unintended pregnancy, HIV and other sexually transmitted infections.
• Prevents child abuse, dating violence and bullying. Growing research links
social and emotional intelligence to reduced sexual risk taking and greater
relationship satisfaction. Research has shown that young people who
participate in programs that include child abuse prevention and dating violence
awareness are more likely to disclose abuse than non-participants.
The positive impacts of comprehensive sex education can be particularly
profound in the lives of LGBTQ young people by improving their health and
academic achievement; decreasing bullying; and promoting social and emotional
skills that contribute to reduced risk-taking and healthy relationships.

Community Solutions supports access for adolescents and young
adults to medically accurate, age and culturally appropriate
reproductive health education. How can Ohioans learn more about
health education? Go to CommunitySolutions.com to find out.

QUESTIONS FOR
T H E C A N D I D AT E S
1. Although Ohio parents
and teachers have
been overwhelmingly
supportive in places
where curriculum for sex
education and healthy
relationships is introduced,
we are currently the
only state in the country
without health education
standards. Would you
support the adoption
of health standards for
Ohio’s young people?
2. Due to of the lack of health
education standards, some
schools have brought in
curriculum that is unproven
or shown to contribute
to poor health outcomes.
They have access to such
curriculum because Ohio
pays for it. Would you
continue to support
funding for unproven
curriculum in Ohio schools?
3. Do you support
strengthening protections
for LGBTQ youth in
Ohio schools?
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What will you do to expand access to
behavioral health services like substance
abuse prevention and treatment?
Did you know?

According to research compiled by The Center for Community Solutions:
• More than 4,000 Ohioans died from an unintentional drug overdose in
2016. Drug overdoses are the leading cause of death for Americans under the
age of 50, and Ohio has the second highest rate of overdose deaths of any
state. In recent years, the number of deaths associated with the powerful
painkiller, fentanyl has increased from 84 in 2013 to 2,357 in 2016.
• Deaths from suicide and non-opioid drug overdoses are increasing. Since
1999, Ohio’s suicide rate has increased by 36 percent. In 2016, deaths involving
drugs increased in every nearly every category, except prescriptions opioids.
Deaths involving alcohol increased 42 percent just from 2015 to 2016.
• People living with substance use disorders or mental illness are disproportionately
engaged with the criminal justice system, leading to increasing costs for Ohio’s jails
and prisons and ineffective treatment and recovery for Ohioans with behavioral health
disorders. In 2015, more than 15,500 people with serious mental illness occupied Ohio
jails, an increase of six percent from the previous year. The estimated annual cost of
providing services for jail inmates with mental illness was $29,250 per jail in 2015.

QUESTIONS FOR
T H E C A N D I D AT E S
1. What solutions will
you explore to stem
the tide of drug/
alcohol addiction
and overdose, along
with increasing
rates of suicide and
mental illness, to
increase opportunity
for Ohioans?
2. How will you
seek input from
communities around
the state that are
seeing success with
local strategies?
3. How will you ensure
that everyone has
access to behavioral
health services?

• Substance Use Prevention – Prevention is a vital component of addressing the
still-growing problem of substance use. There is a lack of consistent prevention
programming across Ohio. Ultimately, directing efforts upstream to prevent substance
use plays a major role in quelling the opioid crisis. Effective prevention strategies
build skills that promote healthy decision-making and life choices that protect
against many negative outcomes such as substance use, bullying, and suicide.

Community Solutions supports initiatives to expand access to behavioral health services,
particularly substance abuse prevention and treatment. How can Ohioans learn more about ways
to improve access to behavioral health services? Go to CommunitySolutions.com to find out.
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What will you do to make Ohio
seniors safer and healthier?
Did you know?

According to research compiled by The
Center for Community Solutions:
• Ohio’s county adult protective service offices say they’re
investigating more incidents of financial exploitation and self-neglect.
They also report a need for housing for victims of elder abuse.
• More and more seniors are seeking emergency help at Ohio’s
food banks, but, at the same time, more than 260,000 of Ohio’s
older adults who are eligible for up to $150 million in Supplemental
Nutrition Assistance (SNAP) benefits don’t receive them.
• Older adults will outnumber children & teens in HALF of
Ohio’s counties by 2020, but per capita state funding for
older adults has dropped by more than 50 percent since 2001.
At the same time nearly half a million older adults live in
counties without any services supported by local levies.

Community Solutions is committed to improving the safety
and wellbeing of vulnerable older adults by strengthening
laws and funding surrounding elder abuse; transportation
for older adults and senior nutrition. How can Ohioans
advance the Safety, Health and Economic Wellbeing of
Older Adults? Go to CommunitySolutions.com to find out.

QUESTIONS FOR
T H E C A N D I D AT E S
1. Ohio’s adult protective
service programs have made
advances in recent years,
but understanding and
funding lag while reports of
abuse rise. How can Ohio
improve both awareness
and funding levels for this
program so seniors are safe?
2. Ohio’s SNAP program could
reach more needy older adults
if seniors could document
their qualifying medical
costs more easily and reduce
paperwork. Will you commit
to making it easier for
eligible seniors to qualify?
3. Funding for Ohio’s senior
community services block
grant has dropped $9
million since 2001, while the
population of older adults
continues to grow. What
can Ohio do to make sure
seniors have the resources
they need to stay healthy
and in their own homes?
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How will you Improve
Maternal and Infant Health?
Did you know?

According to research compiled by The Center for Community Solutions:
• Ohio’s infant mortality rate of 7.3 infant deaths per 1,000 live births continues to
be one of the highest in the nation. Progress has been made in reducing
the rate of white infant mortality but, African-American infants remain
nearly twice as likely as white babies to die before their first birthday.

• Half of Ohio pregnancies are not planned. For teenagers and women struggling
with addiction, that number climbs to more than 80 percent. Most women who
experience unplanned pregnancy are using some form of contraception, just not an
effective method. Unplanned pregnancy can impact social determinants of health
for the mother – like education – as well as her pregnancy outcome.

• The state of Ohio is investing in evidence-based programs like home visiting,
community health workers, and Centering Pregnancy – a group prenatal care
program, to support women who are at greater risk for poor pregnancy outcomes.

• The rate of maternal mortality in Ohio is increasing and maternal morbidity
is not routinely reported on. Similar to infant mortality there is a significant black/
white disparity, with African-American mothers experiencing higher
rates of morbidity and mortality than white mothers in Ohio.

Community Solutions supports initiatives to improve maternal
and infant health that will reduce our state’s high rate of
maternal morbidity, infant and maternal mortality. How can
Ohioans learn more about ways to improve maternal and
infant health? Go to CommunitySolutions.com to find out.

QUESTIONS FOR
T H E C A N D I D AT E S

1. Do you support
continued funding
for infant mortality
reduction initiatives
in Ohio?
2. Do you support
strengthening
systems that report
maternal morbidity
and mortality in Ohio
to promote accurate
reporting of maternal
health outcomes?
3. Do you support
efforts targeting
the significant
racial disparities we
are witnessing in
maternal and infant
health outcomes?
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How will you strengthen the Health
and Human Services Safety Net?
Did you know?

According to research compiled by The Center for Community Solutions:
• Since the Great Recession, Ohio’s economy has improved, yet 15.4
percent of Ohioans remain below the poverty line and 22.1 percent of
Ohio’s children, live in poverty. Just a few dollars a month can push a family
above the poverty line but a third of Ohioans still live near poverty.
• Ohio Works First, Ohio’s cash assistance program, reaches fewer and fewer
families who live in poverty. As of June 2018, enrollment in the program is at
a record low number of 8,633 adults. About a decade ago, ahead of the Great
Recession, more than 38,000 adults were enrolled in the program. Despite the
high percentage of Ohio’s children who live in poverty, only 76,522 children in Ohio
are currently receiving cash assistance, compared to 122,687 in June 2007. This
trend shows that this vital safety net is not reaching Ohioans who need it most.

QUESTIONS FOR
T H E C A N D I D AT E S
1. What work supports
and employment
training would you
advocate for?
2. What funding streams
would you look
at to provide high
quality childcare?
3. What programs will
you look to alleviate
poverty for Ohioans?

• The Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) is one of the most
effective tools for reducing poverty and food insecurity. However, SNAP
enrollment decreased by about 370,000 people between 2013 and 2017,
despite the unemployed population only decreasing by 129,000. This is likely
due to mandatory work requirements put in place on individuals. If they fail to
meet requirements, they were sanctioned and their benefits were removed.

Community Solutions supports sustainable funding for services that meet basic human
needs, alleviate poverty and reduce disparities. How can Ohioans learn more about the
health and human services safety net? Go to CommunitySolutions.com to find out.
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How will your administration work
on value-based care in Medicaid
while controlling costs?
Did you know?

According to research compiled by The Center for Community Solutions:
• Ohio’s Medicaid expansion has resulted in an all-time low uninsured rate and
an influx of federal funds to address public health issues. It is the single most
influential Department of Medicaid (ODM) policy choice of the Kasich administration.
Beyond the Medicaid expansion the program represents the largest single
source of coverage for older adults, Ohio’s fastest growing demographic.

QUESTIONS FOR
T H E C A N D I D AT E S
1. How will your
administration continue
Medicaid’s transition
to value-based care?
2. What will be your
approach to working
with the legislature
on Medicaid policy?
3. What do you believe
are the best ways to
control costs in the
Medicaid program?

• The Kasich administration has made a concerted effort to transform the design of the
Medicaid program. This includes making Medicaid a stand-alone department with a
cabinet-level director; line item reform that consolidated and standardized how funds
are distributed, and new eligibility and claims technologies that affect county Job and
Family Services agencies and the 90,000 providers who are reimbursed through ODM.
• Managed care has been a part of Ohio’s Medicaid program since the 1980s.
Its use has been central to the policy reforms of the last decade. Ohio has sought
to include increasingly complex and expensive populations into the benefit, notably
those in the long-term services and community behavioral health systems. However, the state is no longer able to collect
sales tax on the operation of managed care companies, which significantly impacts county government revenue.
• The Ohio Department of Medicaid has worked alongside private insurers to enact a value-based reimbursement policy. This
includes the development of episodic payments, the Comprehensive Care Program and a Pay for Performance initiative, where
payment is made if providers meet certain quality benchmarks. ODM’s current goals are to have 80 percent of all Medicaid
payments executed through an episode by 2019, and 50 percent of all managed care contracts contingent upon quality by 2020.
• The Ohio General Assembly sought more direct control over the activities and policy choices of ODM
through the creation of the Joint Medicaid Oversight Committee, mandating waivers that require beneficiaries
to do more to sustain eligibility and greater oversight over the regulatory powers of the agency.

Community Solutions seeks to promote sound Medicaid policies through effective
and timely research, advocacy and communication. How can Ohioans learn more
about Medicaid in Ohio? Go to CommunitySolutions.com to find out.

