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Presenters

• Introduction from John Corlett, President and Executive Director at The 
Center for Community Solutions

• Angela Maher, Research Associate at The Center for Community Solutions

• Alex Dorman, Research Fellow at The Center for Community Solutions

• Tara Britton, Director of Public Policy and Advocacy at The Center for 
Community Solutions

• Sarah Hudacek, Policy & Communications Associate at Advocates for 
Ohio’s Future



What we set out to do

• Provide the best available data
• Relevant

• Reliable

• Timely

• Granular



Relevant data

• Demographics
• Age

• Race

• Educational attainment

• Employment

• Poverty

• Housing affordability

• Public benefits access



Reliable data

• American Community Survey (ACS)
• Product of the U.S. Census Bureau

• Conducted monthly with a small 
sample of residents

• Offered in 1-year and 5-year 
estimates

• 5-year estimates offer more robust 
data available at smaller geographies



Timely data

• American Community Survey (ACS)
• Ongoing

• Used the ACS 5-year estimates from 
2017-2021 (the most recent 
available)



Granular data

• At the level of legislative districts



Geography

• U.S. Census Bureau makes ACS data available at a variety of 
geographic levels
• Including State upper and lower legislative chambers

• Ohio’s legislative districts were redrawn in response to the 2020 
Census and are only temporarily approved

• The ACS data for State legislative chambers does not match the 
current and temporarily approved districts



Making the Data Districts

• Block groups are the smallest 
geography for which ACS data is 
available

• Block groups are subdivisions of 
Census tracts

• Block groups generally contain 
between 600 and 3,000 people

• There are 9,472 block groups in 
Ohio

Image Source: www.caliper.com



Making the data districts

Block Groups House Districts
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Making the data districts

Block Groups Senate Districts
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Making the data districts



What we set out to do

• Provide the best available data

• Limitations
• See Emily Campbell’s blog posted today “Did we undercount Medicaid 

numbers? Four examples of data limitations."

Relevant

• Demographics

• Age

• Race

• Educational 
Attainment

• Employment

• Poverty

• Housing affordability

• Public benefits 
access

Reliable

• Trusted source – The 
U.S. Census Bureau

• ACS 5-year estimates 
for more reliability

Timely

• ACS 2017-2021

Granular

• At the level of 
legislative districts



Developing the Data

• Total of 9,472 block groups

• 99 House Districts
• Average of 95 block groups

• 33 Senate Districts
• Average of 286 block groups



Developing the Data

• Total of 9,472 block groups

• 99 House Districts
• Average of 95 block groups

• 33 Senate Districts
• Average of 286 block groups

Senate District One:
305 Block Groups



Developing the Data cont’d

• Reorganizing raw data

• Summing raw data totals

• Turning into percentages

A lot of vlookup functions
=VLOOKUP(Table1[@GEOID],$M$2:$S$9474,2,FALSE)



Data Usage

• Exploring indicators like poverty

• House Districts
• Percent of population below 100 

percent of the FPL



Data Usage cont’d

• Housing Burden

• House Districts
• 30% of household annual 

income spent on housing 
related expenses



Data Usage cont’d

• Renter Burden

• Senate Districts
• 30% of household annual 

income spent on housing 
related expenses



How we use the fact sheets



How do we share the fact sheets with 
policymakers?
• Preview the release 

• Share via email with policymakers and staff

• Send a hard copy 

• Bring to every legislative meeting

• Connect the fact sheet info to policy priorities





Why is it so important to have district level 
data?
• Policymakers ALWAYS ask the question “how does this impact my 

district?”

• Helpful to see how district compares to state and other districts

• Tie the data into advocacy

• (In years when we have consistent district lines) Able to see how 
things change over time



Advocates for Ohio’s Future

Kelsey Bergfeld, Director

kbergfeld@communitysolutions.com

www.advocatesforohio.org

Sarah Hudacek, Policy & Communications Associate

shudacek@communitysolutions.com

http://www.advocatesforohio.org/


County Data vs. District Data



Using the Legislative Districts Map

https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/members/district-maps



Using the Legislative Districts Map

https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/members/district-maps



Breaking Silos



Breaking Silos



Questions?


	Slide 1: Ohio Legislative District Fact Sheets: What, How, and Why? 
	Slide 2: Presenters
	Slide 3: What we set out to do
	Slide 4: Relevant data
	Slide 5: Reliable data
	Slide 6: Timely data
	Slide 7: Granular data
	Slide 8: Geography
	Slide 9: Making the Data Districts
	Slide 10: Making the data districts
	Slide 11: Making the data districts
	Slide 12: Making the data districts
	Slide 13: What we set out to do
	Slide 14: Developing the Data
	Slide 15: Developing the Data
	Slide 16: Developing the Data cont’d
	Slide 17: Data Usage
	Slide 18: Data Usage cont’d
	Slide 19: Data Usage cont’d
	Slide 20: How we use the fact sheets
	Slide 21: How do we share the fact sheets with policymakers?
	Slide 22
	Slide 23: Why is it so important to have district level data?
	Slide 24: Advocates for Ohio’s Future    
	Slide 25: County Data vs. District Data
	Slide 26: Using the Legislative Districts Map
	Slide 27: Using the Legislative Districts Map
	Slide 28: Breaking Silos
	Slide 29: Breaking Silos
	Slide 30

